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1 . PER REE (B) DEL SHOULD ABSTAIN IN VOTE ON RES AS 
TABLED. 
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2. DEL SHOULD EXPLAIN VOTE ALONG FOLLOWING LINES: 

"MY DELEGATION REGRETS HAVING TO ABSTAIN IN THE VOTE ON THE 
DRAFT RESOLUTION BEFORE US. WE HAD HOPED THAT IT WOULD BE 
POSSIBLE FOR THE FIRST COMMITTEE TO ACHIEVE CONSENSUS ON 
A RESOLUTION REELECTING GENERAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
APPROPRIATE APPROACH TO BE TAKEN IN THE NEXT STAGE OF 
INTERNATIONAL CONSIDERATION OF QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE USE 
OF NAPALM, INCENDIARIES AND CERTAIN OTHER CONVENTIONAL 
WEAPONS. 

"WE ARE CONCERNED IN PARTICULAR THAT THE FORTHCOMING 
SESSION OE THE DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE ON THE REAEFIRMATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW NOT BE 
DIVERTED FROM WHAT WE REGARD AS THE CONFERENCE'S PRIMARY 
TASK, NAMELY, FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT PROTOCOLS 

WHICH WOULD AFFORD GREATER PROTECTION TO BOTH COMBATANTS 
AND NON-COMBATANTS IN TIME OF WAR. THUS, WE EIND THE 
LANGUAGE IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 3 OP THE PRESENT DRAFT 
RESOLUTION TROUBLESOME IN ITS INVITATION TO THE CONFERENCE 
TO CONTINUE ITS ... SEARCH FOR AGREEMENT ON POSSIBLE 
RULES PROHIBITING OR RESTRICTING THE USE' OF THE SPECIFIC 
CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS IN QUESTION. 

"WE THINK THIS SETS AN OVERLY AMBITIOUS GOAL POR THE 
CONFERENCE, ONE WHICH COULD DEFLECT ATTENTION FROM ITS 
PRIMARY WORK, AND WHICH IS UNREALISTIC ESPECIALLY IN 
LIGHT OF THE RECOGNIZED NEED FOR FURTHER EXPERT EXAMINA- 
TION OF VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE USE OP THESE WEAPONS. THE 
UNITED STATES PARTICIPATED ACTIVELY IN THE FIRST SESSION 
OF THE CONFERENCE OF GOVERNMENT EXPERTS UNDER THE AUS- 
PICES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS. 

WE CONCUR WITH THE CONCLUSION REACHED AT THAT CONFERENCE 
THAT A SECOND SESSION IS NECESSARY TO EXPLORE PURTHER THE 
MANY COMPLEX QUESTIONS CONCERNING SPECIFIC CONVENTIONAL 
WEAPONS, INCLUDING INCENDIARIES, THAT MAY CAUSE UNNECESSARY 
SUPFERING OR HAVE INDISCRIMINATE EFPECTS. THESE QUESTIONS 
CUT ACROSS A WIDE RANGE OF FIELDS OF EXPERTISE-MILITARY, 
MEDICAL, LEGAL, AND TECHNOLOGICAL- AND MY GOVERNMENT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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BELIEVES THAT CONSIDERED AND AUTHORITATIVE VIEWS OF 
EXPERTS WOULD BE PREREQUISITES FOR FURTHER SERIOUS EXAMIN- 
ATION OF POSSIBLE RULES CONCERNING THE WEAPONS IN QUESTION 
IN ANY FORUM. THE UNITED STATES EXPECTS TO PARTICIPATE 
ACTIVELY IN THE CONTEMPLATED SECOND SESSION OP THE ICRC 
EXPERTS' CONFERENCE. 

"WE DO NOT, OF COURSE, THINK THE NEXT SESSION OF THE DIP- 
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LOMATIC CONFERENCE NEED BE PRECLUDED EROM ANY CONSIDERATION 
OE THE WEAPONS IN QUESTION. THUS, WE COULD HAVE ACCEPTED 
A EORMULATION IN OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 3 INVITING THE CON- 
EERENCE TO CONTINUE ITS EXAMINATION OF POSSIBLE RULES 
PROHIBITING OR RESTRICTING THE USE OE SUCH WEAPONS. THIS 
WOULD HAVE AT, I .OWED PARTICIPANTS IN THE CONEERENCE TO PUT 
EORWARD ANY VIEWS THEY MIGHT HAVE ON THE QUESTION. LET 
ME CONCLUDE BY REITERATING OUR STRONG VIEW THAT THE 
DIPLOMATIC CONEERENCE SHOULD PRIMARILY PURSUE THE HUMANI- 
TARIAN GOALS EMBODIED IN THE TWO PROTOCOLS UNDER 
CONSIDERATION.” INGERSOLL 
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